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THE  ARMY
The Romans had no standing army. Every Roman citizen between the
complete ages of seventeen and forty-five, possessing property worth at least
four thousand pounds of copper, was placed on the military roll. From this
roll four legions, two for each consul, were enlisted every year, and in cases
of necessity additional legions were raised. But at the close of the year's
campaign these legionary soldiers had a right to be relieved. Nor were
there any fixed officers. Each legion had six trihunes and sixty centurions;
but these were chosen, like the consuls and soldiers, fresh every year. The
majority of the tribunes were elected at the comitia of the tribes, and the
remainder were nominated by the consuls of the year, the only limitation to
such choice being that those appointed should have served in the legions at
least five campaigns. The centurions were then nominated by the tribunes,
subject to the approval of the consuls.
Hence it appears that the Roman system, both in army and state, was
strictly republican, that is, calculated to distribute public offices to as w&uy
citizens as possible, and to prevent power being absorbed by any single man
or classes of men. There were no professed statesmen or officers, but there
was a large number of men who had served for a time in each capacity.
There was no standing army, but there was a good militia. There was no
regularly trained soldiery, but every citizen had served in his time several
campaigns, and every one was something of a soldier.
But no republic,"however jealous, can rigidly carry out such a system;
necessity will modify it in practice. During the Samnite "Wars we find the
same eminent men repeatedly elected to the consulship, notwithstanding a
provision that no man should' hold tliis high office except at intervals of ten
years. Valerius Corvus was chosen consul at three-and-twenty; he held
the office four times in fourteen j-ears. So also Papirius Cursor, Fabius
Maximus, and others held the same sovereign office repeatedly at short inter-
vals. In the year 326 B.C. another plan was adopted to secure permanency.
From this time it became common to continue a consul or praetor in his com-
mand for several successive years, with the title of proconsul or propraetor.
The proconsul also was allowed to keep part of his old army, with his tribunes
and. centurions. The hope of booty and the desire to serve out Ms campaigns
(for after a certain number of campaigns served the legionary was exempt,
even though be was much under forty-five years) kept many soldiers in the
field; and thus the nucleus of a regular army was formed by each commander,
in the Punic Wars the ten years' law was suspended altogether, and procon-
suls were ordered to remain in office for years together.**
No more vivid picture of the Roman ar.my could be given than that of
Folybius, who contrasts the Greek phalanx with the Roman arrangement as
follows:
POLYBIUS 01* GREEK AKD ROMAN BATTLE-ORDERS
Pyrrhns employed not only the arms but the troops of Italy; and ranged
in alternate order a company *of those troops and a cohort disposed in the
manner of the phalanx, in all hia battles with the Romans. And yet, even
with the advantage of this precaution, he was never able to obtain any clear
or decisive victory against them. It -was necessary to premise these obser-
vations for the sake of preventing any objection that might be made to the
truth of what we shall hereafter say.